Acute acalculous cholecystitis may develop in patients suffering from necrotizing pancreatitis. Conversely, acute pancreatitis may complicate acute gallbladder disease. We present a case that lends support to the existence of another possibility: gallbladder necrosis caused by direct extension of the necrotizing pancreatitic process.
INTRODUCTION
Acute acalculous cholecystitis is well known to be associated with critical diseases and to develop in patients suffering from burns, trauma, receiving parenteral nutrition, following major operations or any debilitating state I. Necrotizing pancreatitis and its infected complications constitute a severe disease which require extensive surgical treatment2. Obviously, acalculous cholecystitis can also develop in acute pancreatitis patients. Conversely, acute pancreatitis is known to occur following any surgical procedure or critical disease3. In fact, the mechanisms which initiate the necrotizing process in both acute pancreatitis and acalculous cholecystitis could be identical4. Consequently, the association between the two entities, acalculous cholecystitis developing in patients suffering from acute pancreatitis, or the latter complicating the former, has been reported sporadically1'5.
The other possibility, that necrosis of the gallbladder may occur due to direct extension of the necrotizing peri-pancreatic process, is not mentioned in the literature. The following case supports our contention that this may indeed occur.
CASE REPORT
A 62 years old male patient was admitted with severe acute alcoholic pancreatitis (APACHE We conclude that the necrotizing pancreatic process may involve, by direct extension, the nearby gallbladder as well as any adjacent organ.
